Book reviews: "Race with Extinction

Herpetological Field Notes of J.R. Slevin's Journey to the Galapagos 1905-06" and "Galapagos: Islands Lost in Time" by Smith, G. T. Corley
BOOK REVIEWS 
Race with Extinction 
Herpetological Field Notes of J.R. Slevin's Journey to the Galapagos 1905-06. 
Edited by Thomas H. Fritts and Patricia R. Fritts. 106 pages. 
This is Herpetological Monograph No. 1 of the Herpetologists' League (Publications Secretary, W. 
Ronald Heyer, Smithsonian Institution, Natural History Building, Washington D.C. 20560 U.S.A.). It 
reproduces Slevin's actual herpetologicalnotes made almost daily during the year-long collecting cruise in 
the Galapagos, mounted by the California Academy of Sciences. These notes have hitherto existed only in 
, a fragile manuscript and should not be confused with Slevin's "Log of the Schooner Academy", published 
in 1931. 
The monograph contains much herpetological detail of value only to specialists but there are many 
observations of more general interest and some light is thrown on the abundance of both native and feral 
animals in the early days of this century. Your reviewer, a non-scientist, found much to interest him. The 
toughness of the present generation of Galapagos scientists, regardless of sex, has rightly won great 
admiration but it is sobering to read this record of the hardships their grandfathers (there were no women 
on board the Academy) could apparently take in their stride. 
Galapagos: Islands Lost in Time 
By Tui de Roy Moore. George Allen & Unwin (London). £15 and Viking (New York). $25. 
Tui de Roy, now Mrs. Moore, arrived in the Galapagos as a baby and sees the islands as a native, not as a 
tourist. Her book is the story of a child growing up in the wilderness and learning about nature by direct 
experience. Later, as she explored the remoter shores and volcanoes she took up photography to give 
expression to her love of the islands and her search for beauty. She ends her story by explaining that she 
must now leave the Galapagos because the quiet hamlet where she lived has suddenly boomed into a 
sprawling tourist village, dominated by the prpfit motive. Her feelings are understandable, although she 
might agree that the commercialization of this little human settlement is a small price to pay for the 
preservation of nine-tenths of the archipelago as a National Park, free from residents, buildings, private 
property or development and with strict protection for wildlife and wilderness. 
Mrs. Moore's book stands or falls by its copious illustrations. They are different from the ordinary run of 
Galapagos photographs and may disappoint some visitors because she does not see her islands through a 
tourist's eyes: but then, the same could be said of Turner's greatest pictures. Moreover few visitors are on 
the rim of the volcano before dawn to observe and record the fascinating play of light and shadow. It is a 
matter of taste, but personally I find several of the reproductions too dark, and I would gladly have 
sacrificed some of the 300 colour photographs in return for a less cramped lay-out of the rest. But by any 
standards the book is full of unusual and outstanding pictures of the land, the sea and the peculiar animals 
and plants of the wild Galapagos. 
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